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Witchcraft versus Medical Care

A witch doctor has moved to Las Pitas and has announced that he (or
she) is open for business. “Who is this person?” the clinic staff asks
patients who reluctantly admit the presence of a local “curador” in the
area of Las Pitas. The patients will not reveal his identity or
whereabouts. The impact of this untrained healer in the community is
increased morbidity (increased severity of illness.) Many patients go
to the healer” days before coming to the clinic. When these patients
finally come to the clinic for a consult, their condition is often worse
and more difficult to assess and treat due to the effects of the witch
doctor’s remedies.

Rainy Season Results in High Incidence of
Respiratory Illness

The last several months have brought many children, many less than
three years old, to the clinic with severe cases of pneumonia.
Because the general population is immuno-compromised due to
malnutrition, many patients are unable to fight infection effectively.
While some cases may be sufficiently treated with antibiotics and
nebulization treatments (thank you albuterol and levaquin donors),
many must be referred to the hospital for more intensive care. Each
week, on average, the clinic admits eight children to the hospital for
further treatment. As dry season approaches, the severity and
incidence of respiratory illness lessens, and everyone, clinic staff as
well as patients, can “breathe a little easier.”

Training Rural Health Care Workers

In collaboration with the local ministry of health, the Lazarus clinic is
training local Christian women to become primitive health care
workers. Using a curriculum provided by the ministry of health, clinic
providers Dr. Glenn Gonzales and nurse Roxana Flores, along with
several volunteers from the ministry of health, are training women to
recognize common illnesses such as pneumonia among neighbors and
friends within their community, advise safe home remedies where
appropriate, and refer severe illness to the appropriate health center
or hospital.



Special Cases

~ Elda Marina Herrera, 14yo girl
with leukemia

~ Joaquin, 80yo man with
osteoporosis and high blood
pressure.

~ Chinda, elderly single woman
with numerous chronic illnesses
~ child with hydrocephalus and
spina bifida

~ Joven with rheumatoid
arthritis

~ Child with club foot

Treatment of special cases
demands more funds than
the clinic can accommodate.
Each case requires additional
funding. If you would like to
sponsor one of these “special
case” patients, please email
us for more information.

Clinic Needs

~ 4WD vehicle

~ Working dental chair
~ Autoclave

~ Laser Printer

~ Ultrasound

~ Doppler

~ Adult and baby scales
~ Minor surgical equipment
~ Cough medicine

~ Acetaminophen

~ Albuterol

~ Levaquin

~ Erythromycin

~ Birth Control Pills

~ Pregnancy tests

~ Overhead projector

~ IV poles

~ 3 Gooseneck lamps

Prayers

~ Safety of clinic team

~ Special Cases

~ Clinic needs

~ Nutrition and Family Planning
Programs

~ Receptivity of patients to the
Gospel

~ Witch doctor to leave the area

18 Children Enrolled in Clinic Nutrition

Program - Sponsors Needed
— Provided through

Children’s Relief Fund
sponsorship, the Lazarus
clinic is targeting at-risk
children to enroll in a
comprehensive nutrition
program.
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Individual enrollment in
the program is based on a
head-to-toe medical
assessment. Upon
enrollment, a family
assessment is conducted
by interview to establish an accurate picture of possible economic and
social barriers to nutrition and health.

The initial medical checkup includes blood work and fecal samples,
treatment of presenting illness and/or symptoms, and vitamin
supplements. Each child receives a monthly food provision, and
regular medical assessments of parameters such as weight, height,
head circumference, and length to define the severity of malnutrition,
and to document patient progress.

A monthly sponsorship of $25 per child covers the costs of lab work,
educational seminars on child nutrition and health, vaccinations,
primary care, monthly medications including vitamins, and a monthly
food provision. Each child needs sponsorship for a minimum of one
year, and at that time continued sponsorship will be re-determined
based on compliance to the program and patient progress. Each
sponsor will receive periodic (quarterly) reports of their child.

To find out more about how to become a child’s sponsor, please
contact Mission Lazarus at

Family Planning Program

Listado de Embarazadas, or "LISEM”, as it’s locally called, is being
initiated as a preventive and educational intervention in women'’s
reproductive health. The main focus of this program is to empower
women with knowledge and resources to make informed decisions
regarding family planning. This includes options for birth control,
prenatal care, and counseling regarding family size and family
“spacing.”

Informal lectures given at the clinic will cover reproductive topics.
Guest speakers may include local health workers from the Ministry of
Health, visiting health professionals from the U.S., locally trained
health workers, and Lazarus clinic staff.

Birth control pills, pregnancy tests, and family planning literature are
among items that the clinic is soliciting for this program. Please
contact Mission Lazarus at if you can donate
these items to the program.



